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Bel Canto PLayer PL-1

One US company reckons there are buyers out there willing to spend ten grand on a universal
DVD player. And if you like your movies with awesome sound and vision, it's time to start saving




is on conventional phonos, and there are
also twin composite and 5-Video feeds).
You'll need a D-sub-to-phono-socket
adaptor to use this with conventional
component cables but I'm sure any dealer
selling this product - or indeed Aanvil
itself—will be only too ||_1p]n o supply
such an item to anyone proffering their
bundle of notes for this machine.

So the PLayer has a good video output
section, along with all the controls needed
to let you make the most of its output into
your chosen display and tune it for the
kind of discs you're watching. It also has
very striking case construction, and is built
to a standard way beyond that of even
most high-end rivals. It tips the scales :
reassuring 10kg and feels built to lasta
lifetime. But—at the risk of sounding like
“OK, apart from the sanitation and the
roads and the aqueducts, what h
the Romans done for us?” - what else

is there to justify the price?

Under the lid, the player uses separate

low-jitter oscillators of in-house de:

for the various digital-to-analogue
converters used for audio and video.
These are used as the master clocks

for the transport and DVD sections of
the machine, and the digital data coming
off the disc is checked for iming errors,
which are corrected, buffered and
reclocked before passing to the DACs,
thus removing any distortions caused

by jitter -1
clock errors berween the transport and

airly rough terms, digital

the conversion system.
The DACs themselves — six differential
employ F

converters are used “anto'’s

own “True Differential’ current-to-voltage

conversion and the same minimal
analogue filtering found in the company’s
DAC2 standalone converter, which has

been the subject of rave reviews in the
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BELCANTO
PLAYERPL-1

Price £9490

Disc formats

DVD-Y, DVD-Audio,
DVD-R/RW, Video CO,
Super Audio CD, CD,
CO-R/RW, MP3

Onboard decoding

Doiby Digital, DTS, MPEG,
€D, 050

Audio DACs 152kHz/24-bit
and true DSO

Video DACs 108MHz/12-bit

Progressive processing
Faroudja DCDI with full
user control
Digital audio outputs
Phena, BNC, AES/EBU
electrical, plus Toskink
optical

Analogue audio outputs
Stereo/5.1-channel
Video outputs
Compasite, 5-Video and
component interlaced,
progressive scan on
0-sub socket, optional
DI digital video
Control ports

Rear infrared input, R$232
Accessories supplied
Remote handset
Dimensions (hxwxd)
13.3x44.5x38¢m
Welght 10.5kg

Made by
Bel Canto Design Ltd,
Minneapalis, MN, USA

Distributed by
Aanvil Audio, Wood Vale,
Heath Road, Woalpit,
Bury St Edmunds,

Suffolk IP30 98U

Tel 01359 240 687
www.belcantodesign.com
www.aanvilaudio.co.uk

The PLayer backs up the

Faroudja DCDI processing
with 10BMHz/12-bit DACS,
and Bel Canto's own video
filters and ampiifiers

ates. In fact the conversion system here is
e DAC

with better parts and improved power

\Ll(?[ll]lt'”[ fF s cont Ix,'llr'I[HJ!'I.
supplies. SACD discs are handled by a Sony
DSD processor —not always the case in
universal players, which sometimes squeeze
the data through a one-size-firs-all
conversion section — and the audio section
uses no fewer than six separate power
supplies, while integral radio-frequency
suppression further reduces interaction
between the audio and video sections. To
this end the two areas of the player are
physically separated, and theresalsoa
‘video off” switch when playing audio discs.
On the video side, the PLayer backs up
that Faroudja processing with 108MHz/
12-bit DACs, and Bel Canto’s own video

filters and amplifiers. These, together with
the reclocking and video correction circuits,
are there to enhance picture quality. The
transport is not a simple off-the-shelf
module, either. It has been the subject of
extensive modification, using twin lasers for
optimal reading of discs from CD o
DVD-V/A and SACD, and backing them
up with low-jitter digital circuits to control
the motor, the laser tracking and pick-up
focus. Error correction is in thL hands of
circuits that use what Bel Canto calls
“sophisticated parametric statistical

simed at giving enhanced
handling of disc imperfections.

analysis'

So, the Bel Canto can without a doubt
talk the talk but can it walk the walk, too? It
was with a healthy measure of cynicism that
I connected it into the system and went

through the set-up options. It elicited the
odd murmur of “Mmm, that's neat” or
“I see...” as | worked out the various
parameters — but all of that was forgotten
the instant the first movie started spinning.
It wasn't just the quality of the images
available from James Cameron's Ghosts of the
Abyss —sourced from IMAX film, they're
jaw-dropping, and the first ime Cameron
superimposes his ghosts on the film of the
wreckage of Titanic and the ship comes to
life has a stunning impact via the Bel Canto's
[Irts;:rt.‘\kl\ cq |lk"|’||[‘i ontoa 1“1_’ screcn. Nfl.
what really amazed me was the power and
presence of the sound, which was like
nothing I'd ever experienced from DVD.
The quality available when using a digital
connection into a processor is largely to do

with the quality of the DACs within the
receiving unit but the digital feed itself plays
a part, too, The digital connections on the
PL-1 are each driven by their own high-
speed amp and coupled with high-speed
pulse transformers —and, put to the test, this
paid off with a sense of weight and detail like
nothing I'd previously heard from my TAG
MecLaren Audio amplification and PMC
speakers. Switching to Mike Myers’ loud
and colourful The Cat in the Hat showed
that the Bel Canto’s digital feed was making
iteasy for the TAG processor’s circuitry to
geta grip on what was happening on all the
channels, making effects pop up left, right
and centre — oh, and surround left, right
and centre — while making the mix of
dialogue, music and sound magical. Played
on a lesser machine this movie is a bit
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If there's a better DVD player out
there, we've yet to see it. And the
PL-1is breathtaking with
multichannel and stereoc music
discs, too, making it the best

universal machine yet to appear

It may look like a
common of garden
remote - in fact it's
sourced from Ploneer
= but this handset
controls one of the
world's great players
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